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TAKING YOU BACK TO THE 1870S JUNE 13TH,14TH,15TH - 2025

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, June Uil

5:00 pm Flag Ceremony with National Anthem
by Kelsey Arrington (see page 3)

5:10 pm Calamity Jane (See page 7)

5:30 pm Gold Canyon Gun Fighters (see page 6)
6:00 pm Western Music and Cowboy Poetry
Showcase presented by the Black Hills &
Beyond Chapter of IWMA (See page 5)

6:10 pm Smores (sponsored Sonny’s Super
Foods and BSA Troop 90)

6:30 pm 5K walk/run by Christian’s Love: A
Pregnancy Loss Support Foundation

7:00 pm Peter & Kathy Gibbs (See page 10)
7:30 pm Raffle drawings (cash prizes sponsored
by Bill Benson)

8:00 pm Dancing with Trévon (See page 7)
9:00 pm Festival Closes Down for the Day

Saturday, Jund Y4tk

10:00am - 3:00 pm Historic, guided Bus Tours to
the Fort Sidney Museum, Camp Lookout, and
Boot Hill Cemetery.

10:00 am - 4:00 pm Petting Zoo (See page 7)
10:00 am - 4:30 pm Wagon Rides (See page 5)

N N PR

8:00 am Flag ceremony with national anthem by
Kelsey Arrington (see page 3)

8:10 am Breakfast (sponsored by Safeway and Sidney
Elks Lodge)

8:30 am Calamity Jane

9:00 am Peter & Kathy Gibbs (See page 10)

9:30 am Gold Canyon Gun fighters (see page 6)
10:00 am Jerome Kills Small — Children Stories
(see page 6)

11:00 am Buffalo Soldiers of the American West
(see pages 8 &9)

12:00 pm Western Music and Cowboy Poetry
Showcase presented by the Black Hills &
Beyond Chapter of IWMA (See page 5)

2:00 pm Egg Toss Tournament
2:00 pm Homemade Ice Cream - sponsored

BACE BY POPULAR DEMAND! PLAY 1800S CRICKET WITH TOM MELVILLE ON SATURDAY, JUNE 14TH!

by Sonny’s Super Foods hand churned by BSA
Troop 90

2:00 pm Grand Prize Raffle Drawing (cash
prizes sponsored by Bill Benson)

2:15 pm Flag Day Ceremony by the Sidney Elks
Lodge

3:00 pm Buffalo Soldiers of the American West
(see pages 8 & 9)

4:00 pm Peter & Kathy Gibbs (See page 10)

4:00 pm Poker Tournament

4:30 pm Gold Canyon Gun Fighters

5:00 pm Western Music and Cowboy Poetry
Showcase presented by the Black Hills &
Beyond Chapter of IWMA (See page 5)

6:00 pm Calamity Jane

6:00 pm S'mores - sponsored by Sonny’s Super
Foods and BSA troop 90

6:30 pm Open Mic Night by Keep Sidney
Beautiful

8:00 pm Gordy Wilkins (See page 3)

9:00 pm festival closes down for the day

Sunday, Juns 13%h

8:00 am Flag Ceremony with National Anthem
by Kelsey Arrington (see page 3)

8:10 am breakfast available for $6 (sponsored
by Safeway and Sidney Elks Lodge)

8:30 am church service

9:00 am Calamity Jane (See page 7)

9:30 am Gold Canyon Gun Fighters (see page 6)
10:00 am Jerome Kills Small - Trade Between
the Lakota Sioux and Early White Traders (see
page 6)

11:00 am Buffalo Soldiers of the American
West (see pages 8 & 9)

2:00 pm Western Music and Cowboy Poetry
Showcase presented by the Black Hills &
Beyond Chapter of IWMA (See page 5)

1:00 pm Peter & Kathy Gibbs (See page 10)

1:30 pm Raffle Drawings (cash prizes sponsored
by Bill Benson)

2:00 pm CLOSING

EH RUH! SEE PAGE 5 FOR DETAILS!

Please visit our website for event information, register for Poker Run, or for any last-minute schedule
changes by scanning our QR code (RIGHT), or by visiting www.sidneygoldrushdays.org/schedule/
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POKER ﬂ

TOURNAMENT

Back by popular
demand! We are
hosting a Texas
Holdem poker
tournament. Lots of
Prizes with no buy-in.
Saturday, June 14th
starting at 4:00 pm.
See our website to
register and for more
information.

NEW I'OR
2025
EGG-TOSS

TOURNAMENT.
2:00 PM
SATURDAY.

SEE PAGE 10
FOR DETAILS.
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PUit & Jump
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mini golf and
bounce house
vendor will be at the
festival. $10 for a
1 day wrist band.
$25 for the entire
festival. They will
be located east of
Memorial Gardens.
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- CHILDREN'S

ACTIVITIES AND
CRAFT PROJECTS
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Paint a special
Sidney Gold Rush
Days medallion.
See page 7 for
details

SCAN FOR SCHEDULE
AND
EVENT INFORMATION
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SIDNEY GOLD RUSH DAYS HAS SO MANY VARIED
SPONSORS THAT IT PROVES WHAT A GREAT
COMMUNITY WE LIVE IN! WHEN DOING BUSINESS
WITH, OR VISITING ANY OF THESE BUSINESSES,
PLEASE BE SURE TO MENTION THAT YOU SAW THEM
HERE AND THANK THEM FOR SUPPORTING SIDNEY
GoLD RUsH DAYs!

NEWSPAPER SPONSORS
CHECK OUT THEIR ADS IN THIS SPECIAL
SIDNEY SUN-TELEGRAPH NEWSPAPER INSERT.

POSTER SPONSORS
ANDERLAND REALTY

BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE
DOMINOS Pi1zzA

DUDE’S STEAKHOUSE AND BRANDIN’ IRON BAR
FRENCH DOOR ANTIQUES

JIMMY L’s CATERING

MERLE NORMAN COSMETIC STUDIO

NT BUILDING SUPPLY & RENTAL

PANHANDLE AUTO GROUP

PLATTE VALLEY BANK

RooD’s TIRE CENTER

SECURITY FIRST BANK AND INSURANCE
SIDNEY GLASS

STATE FARM INSURANCE — KATIE HAAS
WESTERN DRUG

BANNER SPONSORS
ANDERLAND REALTY
BEUTLER’S CARING CONNECTIONS

BLACKBURN EYE CLINIC
DEAVER TIRE

DIcK’s FLOORING

DUNKIN DONUTS & BASKIN ROBINS
E&S AUTO SUPPLY

FLOORING | DESIGN GARAGE
NAPA AuTto PARTS

PEDALERS CORNER

PITTAM’S AUuTO BODY

PLATTE VALLEY BANK
PLUMMER INSURANCE

POINTS WEST COMMUNITY BANK
RANDY’S AUTO CARE

SAFE AT HOME

SCOOTERS COFFEE

SIDNEY REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
TAIT’S ELECTRIC

TITAN MACHINERY — CASE |IH
WAMSLEY CONSTRUCTION
WESTERN DRUG

WINNERS

OTHER SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS
98.7 THE BiIG BOY AND CHEYENNE COUNTY COUNTRY
ADAMS INDUSTRIES

BILL BENSON (ALL OF OUR CASH RAFFLE PRIZES)
C.A. STORY FOUNDATION

CHEYENNE COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CHEYENNE COUNTY FOR A CAUSE

CHEYENNE COUNTY COMMUNITY CENTER

CHEYNNE COUNTY VISITORS COMMITTEE

CITY OF SIDNEY

CULLIGAN WATER

ELKs CLUB

GEHRIG-STITT CHAPEL & CREMATION SERVICE
CHRIS GUTIERREZ (SOUND SYSTEM AND MC)
HUMANITIES NEBRASKA

KEEP SIDNEY BEAUTIFUL

NEBRASKA CULTURAL ENDOWMENT
NEBRASKA GAME & PARKS

NT BUILDING SUPPLY & RENTAL

SAFEWAY (BREAKFAST INGREDIENTS)

SONNY’S SUPER FOODS — S’MORES

SONNY’S SUPER FOODS — ICE CREAM INGREDIENTS
ROYAL FLUSH SANITATION

SIDNEY REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

SIDNEY ROTARY CLUB

SIDNEY SUN-TELEGRAPH

TRIPLE O’S BUILDING SUPPLY

THOMPSON FOUNDATION

WALMART

ZING SERVE (WEB HOSTING)

SPECIAL THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HAS DONATED
THE WONDERFUL ITEMS FOR OUR RAFFLE! VISIT OUR
WEBSITE FOR THE GROWING LIST OF RAFFLE PRIZES.

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OF THE FOOD AND
MERCHANDISE VENDORS. VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR
THE GROWING LIST OF VENDORS WHO WILL BE AT
THE FESTIVAL.

WE HAVE TRIED TO INCLUDE EVERYONE UP TO
THE DATE OF PRINTING OF THIS NEWSPAPER BUT
THERE MAY BE MORE BY THE FESTIVAL DATE AND
WE APOLOGIZE IF WE HAVE MISSED ANYONE’S
GENEROSITY.
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Cheyenne County for a Cause

Bidney Cold Rush Daysis e prood aod thanzlal
racipient of Erevenne Cavoly [er o Czoae Funds.

Cheyenne County for a Cause was started
in 1887 by the Ladies Division of the
Cheyenne County Chamber. Originally
called “Oress Down Days", it was designed
by the Ladies Chamber to assist charitable
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Keep Sidney Beautiful
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Keep Cheyen ne County Beaytiful

CHEYENNE COUNTY
VISITORS COMMITTEE

SIDNEY - DALTON - LODGEPOLE - GURLEY - POTTER

Sidney Geld Rush Tays iz Tartially funded by a grant
from Chevenne County Visitors Comrniliee,
v vigitaidneyne.com

projects within Cheyenne County. This
program continues as part of the chamber
and reflects the pride people have in our
community and the giving spirt we have
here. 'Together We Can Make a
Difference.’
Go to
wiww cheyennecountychamber.comiccfo!
to donate to this worthy cause,

Office Manager - Mike Olsufko, legals@suntelegraph.com
Sports Editor - Mike Motz, mike@suntelegraph.com
Senior Writer - Mike Motz, mike@suntelegraph.com
Ads Manager - Barbara. Perez, ads@suntelegraph.com
Graphics/Design - Barbara. Perez, ads@suntelegraph.com

AND THE DJN}EY{

Editor /Publisher - Barbara. Perez, publisher@suntelegraph.com
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WHY SIDNEY
GOLD RUSH
DAYS?

Was gold ever found
near Sidney, Nebraska?
NO! Gold deposits
in Nebraska are very
sparse. In  Western
Nebraska, the only gold
we have is very fine
placer gold that has been
carried long distances
from the gold country
mostly from Colorado
with some coming from
Wyoming. So, why
do we commemorate
Sidney Gold Rush Days?
Because the  Union
Pacific Railroad was in
Sidney. Miners and
prospectors would ride
the train to Sidney and
then travel overland to
the Black Hills via the
Sidney Black Hills Stage
Road. Competing
with the Sidney Black
Hills Stage Road was

the Cheyenne-Black
Hills Stage Route than
ran from Cheyenne,
Wyoming to Deadwood,
South Dakota. It wasn't
until 1887 that the Black
Hills were linked by rail
to the rest of the country
when the now abandoned
Cowboy Line railroad in
northern Nebraska was
built.  Not may miners
or prospectors got rich
on gold in the Black Hills,
but outfitting them and
supplying services to
them was a much more
lucrative business that
helped Sidney grow.

HIGHBY QUTDDORS

Phona Humbar; [384) 203-1168
832 10ch Ave Sidiney, He B9162

BUY~SELL~SWAP GUNS

NEW GUNS ARBIVING EYERYDAYI
STORE OPEN
Mon.- Fri. 8am to bpm!
sat, Yam to 3pm!

Raflle Terilries only:

$3 for 1 entry
$5 for 2 entries

AFFLY

One $100 cash and Three $30 cash prizes
donated by Bill Benson

Lots of gift certiticates and merchandise
[Ser our wansite for the current up-to-dare list)

2025 Sidney Gold Rush Day:
commemorative hat pin

Gold Deal (Radle, Saturday Breasldast, S Pin)
Saturday Broalkfast 8 Pin

$ 1 plus a donation to Table of Grace

Dreallast sponsored by Saleway oodd
prepared and served by
Sidpey Ells

BREARFAS]

Sunday morning Breakfast £6
Broaklasl & pins unl} while supplics Las(

Mewd =l e paresen] o wdin, ool riore prises
availalble to sow 'Lt' WoLl Arc.

wwrw . sidneveoldrushdavs.ore

$7

T
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BLACKSMITHING

BEN CAREY

Well, it all started
when I was a kid, visit-
ing my great grandpar-
ents farm in Zell SD.
My great grandfather
was a blacksmith and
we would spend time
with him in his shop
on the farm gaining an
interest in all things
Well, it all started when
I was a kid, visiting
my great grandpar-
ents farm in Zell SD.
My great grandfather
was a blacksmith and
we would spend time
with him in his shop
on the farm gaining an
interest in all things
metal. From there I
started taking metals
and welding classes
in school, that’s when
I started making steel
roses and flowers.
Then in 2018 my in-
laws moved off of their
farm and I inherited
my anvil. That's when
the hobby turned se-
rious. I started col-
lecting tools and ma-
terials, and in March
of 2019 I opened my
first blacksmith shop
in an old out building.
Since then I have been
completely self-taught
thanks to YouTube and
the internet. That's
what I like most about
blacksmithing, the
possibilities are near
limitless and you can
bring your imagination
to life. If you need a
tool, you can make it
yourself. Since 2021
I have started doing
demonstration and
reenactment events.

3

This year will be my
5th year at Sidney
Gold Rush Days, and
I will have a selection
of knives, keychains,
trinkets, and decora-
tions on display and
for sale.

CORDY
WALKIRNS

I grew up lis{:ening to
people {allc al:;oul lﬁs{org
an(l all evenls 0{ ]tlle pasl:!

I've came to realize how

important lrlerijrage

reallg is!

our

Being an American is a real
Our past
as Americans is so unique
and very special! That is
the spirit of the Gold Rush
Dags we try to erg Lacl<
the life of the late 1800
Se. come visit with me and

enjoy Sl(lneg Gol(l Rusll

ays.

blessing in life.

KELSEY
ARRINGTON

A local and an alum-
ni of Leyton Public
Schools, Kelsey is a pro-

fessional vocalist having
studied with the likes
of Marnie Nixon, Rita
Stinner, Diane Bolden-
Taylor, and Michael
McGill. She has spent
her time traveling the
world performing, start-
ing young as an Ambas-
sador of Music where
she sang in many beau-
tiful places such as Saint
Mark’s Basilica in Ven-
ice, Italy. Her musical
adventures have landed
her a spot singing in the
historic concert venue
Carnegie Hall in New
York City, as well as the
operatic Festival of the
Aegean in Syros, Greece.
She is an avid gardener
in her free time, was a
staft writer for the Sid-
ney Sun-Telegraph, as
well as an artist, photog-
rapher, and wanna-be
chef. She loves enjoying
nature and actively lives
by the saying “To plant
a garden is to believe in
tomorrow.” She is the
proud owner of C. Elliot
Blooms, a one of a kind
floral studio specializing
in all occasions, located
here in Sidney.

April 3 1837

Thew are the Liokteat Bonring
Whels e Bl are Seily
10 Gradde,

W i wies Magde Grond
Bewing Machines!
Why Srmaldn™ We Mol

Geed Wheela?

NATIORAL SEWING
MACHIMNE CO.

TRADITIONAL
WOODCRAFT
DEMONSTRATION

KEN GEU

Ken has enjoyed
woodworking and
tinkering his entire
life. Oneofhisfavorite
TV shows starting
in early 1980's was
Roy Underhill’'s “The
Woodwright's Shop”
that was shown
on PBS. While on
vacation in Virginia
in 1997, he got
the opportunity to
meet Roy Underhill

in person. In 2010
Ken took at class
on how to make
coopering tools at
Tiller's International
in Michigan. In 2013
Ken took a week-

long class from Roy
at his home in North
Carolina where Ken
built  his  shaving
horse. With these
tools in his arsenal,
he headed out to
Sidney Gold Rush
Days in 2014 with
some old cedar fence
posts to make his
first wooden bucket.
Roy Underhill offered
a class on making
a spring pole lathe;
however, Ken was
not able to attend,
so based on drawings
from one of Roy
Underhill’s numerous
books he built his own
version of a spring
pole lathe  which
debuted at Sidney
Gold Rush Days in
2018.

WWW.SIDNEYGOLDRUSHDAYS.ORG
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MEDICINE

AND MEDICAL
PRACTICES IN THE

1870s

In the 1870s, Western
medicine was still in a
transitional period be-
tween traditional methods
and more modern scientif-
ic practices. Many frontier
settlers and Native Ameri-
cans relied on herbal rem-
edies, homeopathic treat-
ments, and folk medicine.
However, the influence
of European and Eastern
medical theories was grow-
ing, especially in larger set-
tlements and cities.

Medical schools in Amer-
ica were still in their in-
fancy and many medical
practitioners did not have
formal training. Most phy-
sicians practiced “heroic
medicine,” which included
treatments like bloodlet-
ting, purging, and the use
of a few, often dangerous,
medications. Although
doctors tried to heal peo-
ple, their role often took
the form of emotional sup-
port and caring rather than
actually being able to sup-
ply effective treatments
and heal their patients.
They were simply power-
less against most diseases.
Infections were a very seri-
ous threat and killed may
more people than the origi-
nal injury. The 1870’s were
long before the discovery
and use of antibiotics. Sul-
fa drugs were not discov-
ered until 1935 and quickly
became widely used within
a few years. Penicillin was
not discovered until 1928
and did not become widely
available until the 1940’s.

In the 1870’s the list of
“modern” medicines in-
cluded:

o Quinine: Malaria treat-
ment;

« Digitalis: Heart condi-
tions;

o Cocaine: Local anes-
thetic and pain reliever;

o Morphine: Pain reliever
and sedative;

o Opium: Pain relief

and to treat diarrhea and
coughs;

» Willow Bark: (precursor
to aspirin) Fever reducer;

o Meadowsweet: Fever
reducer.

o Camphor:

Sooth itchy skin.

o Arsenic:

Syphilis treatment (quite
toxic).

o Mercury:

Syphilis treatment (quite
toxic).

« Carbolic acid:

Disinfectant.

o Chlorine:

Disinfectant.

o Ether:

Anesthesia.

o Chloroform:

Anesthesia.

Because of the limited
capabilities of doctors and
sparse access to medical
treatment, this time saw
lots of traveling healers
or “quacks” selling vari-
ous tonics and elixirs that
promised cures for almost
every ailment. Although
many were ineffective and
often dangerous. At this
point in history, there was
no FDA or anyone overset-
ting these “medications” so
for the most part, anyone
could sell anything based
on any claims regardless of
its safety or effectiveness.
Even into the early 1900’
when regulations started
coming into existence
about the only restriction
was that the product pack-
aging itself could not be
mislabeled or contain false
claims.  However, any-
thing could be claimed in
other forms of advertis-
ing. The burden of proof
to their effectiveness was
placed on the regulators
to prove that they did not
work or were unsafe as
opposed to the producers
being required to prove
that they did work and
were in fact not harmful.

Surgical techniques in

WWW.SIDNEYGOLDRUSHDAYS.ORG

the 1870s were rudimen-
tary by modern standards.
Surgery was a last resort,
as it was often performed
without anesthesia, and
antiseptic techniques were
not widely known. Al-
though the discovery of

makeshift clinics. Doctors
carried limited medical
supplies, often consisting
of a small set of tools for
basic procedures, medi-
cines, and bandages. The
first hospital in western
Nebraska was not built

h

308-249-3609.

* OPEN MIC NIGHT
Saturday, June 14, 6:30 pm.
Brought to you by Keep Sidney
Beautiful. Register to be a
performer call Michelle at

]

antiseptic procedures by
Joseph Lister in the 1860s
had been influential in
Europe, it was only slowly
making its way into the
United States. In the 1870’
many doctors had not yet
even accepted the fact that
hand washing or cleaning
instruments between pa-
tients was a good idea. The
use of anesthesia (ether and
chloroform) had also been
introduced in the 1840s
but was not universally
available, especially in the
frontier areas. As a result,
surgeries were often done
quickly and with little re-
gard for infection control.
Amputations were com-
mon in the treatment of
injuries, particularly for
those involved in accidents
or violence, which were
frequent on the frontier.
Infection was a major risk,
and many people died from
sepsis following surgery.
Hospitals were rare in the
Western U.S. in the 1870s.
Medical care was often de-
livered in private homes or

until 1924 in Scottsbluff.
The nearest hospital to Sid-
ney was in Cheyenne, WY
where, in 1867, the Union
Pacific established a tent
hospital to treat workers
injured while building the
transcontinental railroad.
In 1868, the City of Chey-
enne purchased the hospi-
tal and its supplies for $125
but the first actual hospi-
tal building was not con-
structed until 1883.
Disease was a constant
threat in the 1870s, as there
were few effective treat-

ments or vaccines, and
medical knowledge was
limited. Several diseases

were common and devas-
tating, particularly in the
frontier regions.
Infectious Diseases:

Smallpox: Smallpox was
one of the most feared dis-
eases of the era, and out-
breaks were devastating.
The disease spread rapidly
through the populations
of both Native Americans
and European settlers. Al-
though vaccination against

smallpox was developed by
Edward Jenner in the late
18th century, it was not
widely implemented in the
West during the 1870s. Na-
tive American populations,
in particular, had little im-
munity to the disease, lead-
ing to high mortality rates.

Tuberculosis (TB): TB
was widespread in the 19th
century and was known as
“consumption” It primar-
ily affected the lungs and
was highly contagious. The
disease spread through
close contact, and its
symptoms included cough-
ing, weight loss, and fever.
In the crowded mining
camps and growing cities,
TB spread rapidly, leading
to significant public health
challenges.

Cholera: Cholera was an-
other deadly disease in the
Western U.S. during the
1870s, particularly in cit-
ies near rivers and other
water sources. The disease,
spread through contami-
nated water, caused severe
dehydration and often
death within hours. Chol-
era outbreaks were com-
mon in mining towns and
frontier settlements where
sanitation was poor.

Diphtheria: Diphthe-
ria was common in the
19th century and spread
through respiratory drop-
lets. The disease led to
difficulty breathing and
death from suffocation. It
was particularly deadly for
children and was often fa-
tal without modern medi-
cal interventions.

Malaria: Malaria was also
prevalent in the Western
U.S., especially in areas
with standing water, such
as the river valleys and wet-
lands of the region. The
disease, spread by mosqui-

toes, caused fever, chills,
and, in severe cases, death.
Influenza: Influenza (the
flu) was a recurring sea-
sonal disease in the 1870s,
but the major pandemics
that would become a global
concern in the 20th cen-
tury had not yet occurred.
Nonetheless, it still caused
widespread illness.
Typhoid Fever: Typhoid
fever, often linked to con-
taminated food or water,
was another common af-
fliction in the West. It
caused fever, abdominal
pain, and sometimes death,
particularly in unsanitary
conditions.

Native American Health
The health of Native
American populations was
severely impacted by dis-
eases introduced by Eu-

ropean settlers, such as
smallpox, measles, and
influenza. Native Ameri-

can communities had little
immunity to these diseas-
es, leading to devastating
epidemics. In addition to
infectious diseases, the
forced relocation of Native
peoples to reservations,
loss of traditional lifestyles,
and exposure to inadequate
healthcare led to significant
suffering.
Life Expectancy in the
1870s

The life expectancy in
the 1870s was significantly
lower than today. On av-
erage, life expectancy in
the U.S. was around 40-45
years, but this figure was
heavily skewed by high in-
fant mortality rates and the
frequency of death from
infectious diseases. Many
people, especially those
living in remote areas, had
short lifespans due to acci-
dents, infections, and lack
of proper medical care.
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Bleck Hills q‘_L Deyond Chapter

Ihtsrnational Western

Wosle Assuslation

The International
Western Music Asso-
ciation is an organi-
zation that encour-
ages and supports
the preservation,
performance and
composition of his-
toric traditional and
contemporary mu-
sic and poetry of
The West. Members
are from the United
States, Australia,
Canada, England,
Spain and Switzer-
land.

Western Music is
the folk music of the
Western life style
and vista. Some
Western Music origi-
nates from roots in
English, Scottish,
Irish, and Welsh bal-
lads, as well as mu-
sical influences from
the European coun-
tries of immigrants
who "went west" and
some carries jazz
and blues origins.
While "Cowboy" mu-
sic is an important

INTERNATIONAL
WESTERN
MUSIC

ASSQCIATION

part of the history of
Western Music, the
stories and lifestyles
of the larger popu-
lations of Western
culture are equally
important: settlers,
farmers, ranchers,
horsemen and wom-
en, soldiers and the
women who accom-
panied them into
the west, miners,
opportunists, gam-
blers, saloon keep-
ers, school teachers,
and other town folk
who populated the
great American West
are all subjects of
modern day Western
Music.

For more informa-

tion, go to iwest-
ernmusioc.org or
contact Phil Wilig,

Nebraska State Rep-
resentative at 816-

591-9060

GIIRNS
o W NN

Chris Gutierrez was

born and raised in
Sidney Nebraska.

He attended Berk-
lee College of Music
and Musicians In-
stitute and has de-
grees in Music Edu-
cation, accounting
and is currently in
the final stages of a
third degree in Mar-
keting. He has per-
formed all over the
country, on television
and even worked on
background music
for movies. He has
been an announcer
and performer for the
Gold Rush Days for
many years and thor-
oughly enjoys being a
part of Sidney tradi-
tion!

Sidney Gold Rush Days 5 K
Q)

This year's 5K is sponsored by and
proceeds will go ta Christian's Love: A
Pregnancy Loss Support Foundation

Friday, June 13th

.. 5K begins at 6:30 pm
{ l 1 mile run begins at 7:00 pm

EGALOVE
r'r'l-"’l-

T R TRy

Registration Fees:
330 (Run & T-shirt}
515 (5K anly)
310 (1 mile anly)

Register on-line at www.sidneygoldrushdays.org
Recoister by Monday, Junc 2nd to guarantec a T-ghirt

2
feme E(ﬂ:r
5K Bun/Walk

PR FLR o B IR T
SOOI ML

"Christian's Love: APregnancy Loss Support Foundation is a non profit
organization dedicated o supporting individuals and families during
aong of life's most challenging experiences—miscarriage  and
pregnancy loss. COur mission is to create a safe space for grieving
familics by offoring physical tokeons of care and pracfical (local)
resources through our miscarriage boxes. Each box iz designed to
provide comfort, validate grief, offer keepsakes, and connect
racipients to helpful support networks. By addrassing the often-
overlooked emotional and physical nceds of those expericncing loss,
vwe gim to foster healing and create a culture where miscarriage is mat
with empathy, understanding, and acknowledgrment.”

christianslovepls@ygmail.cam

2 look us up on Faceboolk

FREE WAGON RIDES
SATURDAY, JUNE 1HITH, 2025
10:00 AM . OOPM

1020 Old Post Road
Bidney. NE

Online Ordering: godfathers.com or doordash.com
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JEROME
KILLS

SMALL

Jerome Kills Small
is an Oglala Lakota
from Porcupine,
South Dakota, on

the Pine Ridge Res-
ervation. A 1997
graduate from the
University of South

Dakota, with an
M.A. in Selected
Studies, and re-

tired after 20 years
at USD. He taught

Lakota Language,
American  Indian
Thought, Siouan

Tribal Culture, Ear-
ly Native American
History. He is fea-
tured in the book,
Wounded Warriors:
A Time for Heal-
ing, and has a story

el r"tiﬁ -.._-\. 3 .

GoLD CANYO

3 gk 4

N GUNTFIGHTERS

The Gold Canyon gunfighters Incorporated is a non-
profit Old West Reenactment group based in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. It is made up of people who love the
lore of the old west. The club has been performing for
over 50 years at public and private events throughout

the area.

The club was originally started in 1968.

Membership is open to anyone who has an interest in
the old west and who would enjoy playing cowboys
with us. Our performances are intended for the general
audiences. You can bring the kids along without fear of
what they may see or hear. Some of our skits are based
on actual historic events, but most are fictional and are
humorous. Our goal is to entertain and we have fun

doing it.

WWW.SIDNEYGOLDRUSHDAYS.ORG

in the Silver Anni-
versary Anthology
published by the SD
Humanities Coun-
cil. Mr. Kills Small
has parts in the vide-
os: Sucker Punched,
Nagi Kicopi (Call-
ing Back the Spirit,)
Lost  Landscapes,
and Bones of Con-
tention:  Repatria-
tion and Reburial
(BBC.) Jerome is a
storyteller for pub-
lic schools, muse-
ums, and colleges.
Jerome  translates,
explains, and sings

912
S1oney, NE

Lakota ceremonial,
sweatlodge, pow-
wow, rabbit, round
dance, warrior, vi-
sion quest, and
sundance songs. He
sings with the Iron
Wing Singers of
Wagner, SD. He is a
powwow organizer,
announcer, arena
director, and helps
in conducting La-
kota ceremonies. He
portrayed Tecum-
seh, a Shawnee Chief
and British General.
He also portrayed
Dr. Charles Alex-

AIRGROUNDS Roap

ander Eastman, the
first Dakota Medi-
cal Doctor. Mr.
Kills Small is on
the board of Direc-
tors for the Native
American Advocacy
Program, www.la-

kotanaap.org.

HUMANITIES

M FRREAS KA
FUNDING WAS PROVIDED
BY HUMANITIES
NEBRASKA AND THE

NEBRASKA CULTURAL
ENDOWMENT.

= CONTACT
DAVE DICKEY

Consign Estates or Collections - Large ¢
or Small - or Sell Collections for Cash. &

PEDALERS
CORNER
SIDNEY GOLD
RUSH DAYS
HISTORIC
SCAVENGER
HUNT ON
BICYCLES

Join us on Saturday,
June 14th, at 10:00
a.m., at the Pedalers
Corner gazebo.
Located at the corner
of Illinois and 9th for
a historic scavenger

hunt bicycle ride.
Autograph cards
with instructions

and tour information

will  be available.
The ride will end
in Legion Park at
the Sidney Gold

Rush Days festival.
Prizes will be drawn

from completed
autograph cards
received.  Fun for

the entire family.
Don't have a bicycle
to ride? Loaner
bicycles  will be
available on a first
come, first served
basis.  Preregister
on-line at www.
sidneygoldrushdays.
org.

L_T:.nu:.r—; 1B, 1876

D iRVIRETES ARD

HARDENE THE CUMSI
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TREVON
NEWMANN

Originally from the
Bay Area of Califor-
nia, Trévon Newmann

iIs a professionally
trained dancer, chore-
ographer, and instruc-
tor. With a bachelor’s
degree in dance from
Colorado College, Tré
now owns his own
small business in
Sidney, Nebraska. At
Modern Moves Stu-
dio, Tré offers per-
sonal training in fit-
ness and dance while
also partnering with
other businesses to

put on dance and fit-
ness activities for the
local community. Tré
believes that dance is
for everyone no mat-
ter your skills, talents,
or abilities. It's a way
to express, challenge,
and improve yourself
while  strengthening
your community.
Modern Moves Stu-
dio is located at
1900 Illinois Street.
Sidney, NE. You can
contact Tré for more
information at
modernmovesstudio@
gmail.com

JENA SIERKS

as the legendary

Martha Jane Cannary

Calamity Jane
...what a character!
I try to put a bit
of comedy into my

shows. History can
be pretty heavy. I
want it to be true
and accurate while

keeping it light
and making people
laugh.”

As Calamity Jane,
she was perform-
ing in gunfights
on the streets of
Deadwood from
2012-2021, Jena
walking 10 miles
a day, talking to
visitors,  dancing,

New Children's Crait Project for 2025
Broughi to you by:

wynwelstonhouse.com

- Sidney z a,
L) g || S 24
ELSTOHN I--|.DLI5-E DiStriCt ﬂmm?é:a“ﬂnw

woanwd facebook comisidneyvereativecistrict

|
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PAINT & CERAMIC MEDALLION

to gnve to yvour dad for Father's Day, keep for vourself, or give it fo anyore you like,

M

ey

Ryl

7

I
.

Actual medallion shapes will vary
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howling and singing
with 3,000 tour-
ists daily. There
was some mingling
with senators at
the state capitol
& performing for
many events, which
helped with mak-
ing friends from
all across the na-
tion and world. She
stays in contact
with quite a few
"tourist" friends to
this day. Jena not
only infused history
with entertainment,
but with plenty of
her own personality
and sass.

When the pan-
demic showed up,
Jena... like Calam-

ity in the smallpox
epidemic, hung up
the rifle and bull-
whip in exchange
for nursing at the
Rapid  City/covid/
heart and vascu-
lar unit. Calam-
ity might have ap-
proved?

Presently, Jena
does a few special
events like docu-
mentary  filmings
and museum pres-
entations, mostly

pertaining to his-
tory and entertain-
ment, with Sidney
Gold Rush days be-
ing the highlight of
the year!

“It's fun to teach
history in a way,
so people can put
themselves  back
in that timeframe,”
she said. “Calamity
Jane was unapolo-

getically herself
and it made her a
legend.

She had a saying:

‘T figure

if a girl
wants to be a leg-

end, she should go
ahead and be one.”

& w4 Y T o MY o i":
? T o093y |
#| PETTING ZOO |,
;h 3 Saturday, June 1dth | «
g aaeae: 10 amﬁtn 4 pm ¥ )
-‘i ' E A _u
- : bow,  hgg ! &
-'t ap ”‘%&’%ﬂ Eﬁgf‘"ﬁ“ﬁ :‘:
v ,-F *ﬁ‘:;i:;-'a' g‘"‘qi'{ md% "
qi; -

V% bH"r #hﬁf *“’r wﬁ*‘“ i

%
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Bar & Lounge: kon-5az dpr-Oom

2130 Illinois St.

UD€ aleak A

A7 iar-Thur 5-2pm, Fri & Sat b0om

=34fast
on- E.-n La0-10arm

Dinnar:

308-254-9080

o~

Protect You and Your
Belongings [rom Qutlaws,
v Bandrts FII'EE- and Storms.

PLUMMER

INSURANCE INC

e A
POINTSWEST

Community Bank
2 LOCATIONS M SICYEY.
&304 1lineds st
08-2534-F 110 a08-254-5100
WA POWIC BAT KOO

220 Glower Bd
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BRIEF
HISTORY
JF THE
BUFFALD
SOLDIERS

The 10th Caval-
ry was formed at
Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, and re-
cruited soldiers
from the northern
states. Colonel
Benjamin  Grier-
son was selected
to command the

10th Cavalry.
Colonel Edward
Hatch was select-
ed to command

the 9th cavalry,
and he recruited
soldiers from the
south and set up
his headquarters
in Greenville, Lou-
isiana. The troops
were led by white
officers. Many of-
ficers, including
George Armstrong
Custer, refused to

command black
regiments and ac-
cepted a lower

rank rather than
do so. The black
regiments could
only serve west
of the Mississippi
River because of
the prevailing at-
titudes following
the Civil War.

African Ameri-
cans have served
proudly in every
great American
war. Over two
hundred thousand
African American
servicemen fought
bravely during the
Civil War. In 1866,
through an act of
Congress, legisla-
tion was adopted

to create six all-
African-American
army units. The
units were identi-
fied as the 9th and
10th cavalry and
the 38th, 39th,
40th and 41st in-
fantry regiments.
The four infantry
units were reor-
ganized in 1868 as
the 24th and the
25th infantry. Black
soldiers enlisted
for five years and
received $13.00 a

month, far more
than they could
have earned in ci-
vilian life.

The Buffalo Sol-
dier's main charge
was to protect set-
tlers as they moved
west and to support
the westward ex-
pansion by building
the infrastructure
needed for new set-
tlements to flour-
ish.

The name “Buf-
falo Soldiers” has
become interesting
lore in itself. There
seem to be three
possible reasons
for the name. One
is that the curly
hair of the soldiers
reminded them of
the Buffalo. Two,
they were given
the name because
their fierce, brave
nature reminded
them of the way
buffalos fought.
Third, it may have
been because they
wore thick coats
made from buffalo
hide during winter.
Whatever the rea-
son, the term was
used respectfully
and with honor.
The 10th Caval-
ry mounted units
were  deactivated
in North Africa in
1944,

WWW.SIDNEYGOLDRUSHDAYS.ORG

BUFFALO
SOLDIERS IN
SIDNEY?

The Buffalo Soldiers
were never stationed
at Fort Sidney, but
based on a few news
articles in the Sidney
Telegraph, we know
that they were in-
deed in Sidney if for
no other reason than
passing through on
their way to Fort Rob-
inson where they were
stationed.

June 30, 1977

Lt Gasmann, of the
10th Cavalry, colored,
and who has been
visiting his brother
] G Gasmann of this
city, is now at Ogallala
visiting his parents
and relatives, and
desirous of corralling
more health.

November 7, 1903:

The eight troops
of the 10th Cavalry
arrived in Sidney from
Ft. Riley, Kas., Tuesday
evening about six
o-oclock. The horses
were unloaded but the
soldiers slept in the
cars over night. They
departed the next
morning overland for
Ft. Robinson.
November 21, 1903:

Patrick Rowlan went
to Bridgeport last
week to see the boys
of the 10th Cavalry,
and brought back
and load of building
material.

Mrs Pat Rowland
and children and
Miss May Ryan were
among a number who
went to Bridgeport to
see the gallant 10th
Cavalry. The music
by the band was a rare
treat indeed.

BUFFALD
SOLDIERS
OF THE
AMERICAN

WEST INC

The mission and
purpose of the Buf-
falo Soldiers of the
American West are
to educate the pub-
lic about the exist-
ence of the Ninth
and Tenth United
States Cavalry, regi-
ments made up of
African-Americans.
The  organization
fulfills its mission
by making histori-
cal and drill team
presentations at
schools, to civic
organizations and

businesses, and
participating in
other  community

celebrations of the

American West.
Authenticity is the
goal of all presen-
tations.

The Buffalo Sol-
diers of the Ameri-
can West began
as the result of an
oversight in the his-
tory of the West.
John Bell, an afi-
cionado of Western
history, participat-
ed in reenactments
in Colorado and
noticed a lack of
representation  of
the Buffalo Sol-
diers. He wondered
whether there were
Buffalo Soldier or-
ganizations in Col-
orado and found
that there were
none. After much
research and more
deliberation, John
decided to start
an organization of
Buffalo Soldiers in
Colorado in 1986.

SEE PAGE 9

SIDNEY SUN-TELEGRAPH - JUNE I3TH. 14TH. I9TH, 2025



SUIN-TELRADARHR GOLD DATS SPRCIAL BDITIO

CUNSLOIEERS, QOLD, CLOWT: SIDNET'S
PAST COMES ALITE

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE &

John needed to an-
swer the following
questions before he
began:

Would the unit be
cavalry or infantry?
Where could au-
thentic  equipment
and uniforms be
found?

What would be the
cost?

How much travel
would be involved
in researching the
history of the Buf-
falo Soldiers?

Who would be in-
terested in becom-
ing members and
portraying the sol-
diers?

Which time period
would the unit rep-
resent?

Finally, John de-
cided that the or-
ganization would be
cavalry and repre-
sent the time period
between 1870 and
1890.

John sent letters
and phoned pro-
spective  members.
The first meeting
was held in West-
minster, Colorado
in 1992. The official
name of the organi-
zation became The
Buffalo Soldiers of
the American West.
The group regis-

tered with the State
of Colorado as a
non-profit  organi-
zation in 1994 and
received its tax-ex-
empt status (501) (C)
(3) from the Internal
Revenue Service in
1995.

The Buffalo Sol-
diers of the Ameri-
can West repre-
sent members of
the 10th Cavalry M
Company,  organ-
ized in 1867 under
Commanding  Of-
ficer Capt. Alvord.
Troopers of the M
Company rode mix
colored horses—
black, brown, bay,
gray, chestnut, and,
at times, other color
combinations. Com-
pany M, therefore, is
known as the Calico
Company.

website: https:/
thebuffalosoldier-
softheamerican-
west.org

HUMAMITIEES
AR H R OA S KA

FUNDING WAS PROVIDED
BY HUMANITIES
NEBRASKA AND THE
NEBRASKA CULTURAL
ENDOWMENT.

Sidney, Nebraska, was
a hotspot for famous
tigures of the Old West
during the height of the
Gold Rush, attracting
gunslingers, outlaws, and
performers alike. The
town’s rough-and-tumble
reputation earned it the
nickname "Sinful Sidney"
and made it a magnet for
both fortune seekers and
those looking to make a
name for themselves. Be-
fore gold was discovered
in the Black Hills in 1875,
Sidney had a modest pop-
ulation of 500. By the fol-
lowing year, that number
had doubled, and during
the peak of the rush, as
many as 1,500 travelers
passed through daily.

"Wild Bill" Hickok, the
legendary gunslinger and
gambler, passed through
Sidney just months be-
fore his infamous death in
Deadwood, but not before
a deadly saloon encounter
involving two men from
Sidney. In April 1876,
Hickok was playing cards
in a Sidney saloon when
three men began taunting
him. One of them, known
as "Big Jack," along with
two buffalo skinners em-
ployed by a man called
“Buffalo Curley” (a nick-
name for Jack McCall),
accused Hickok of cheat-
ing and mocked him by
calling him “Duck Bill”
When Hickok refused to
drink with them, Big Jack
slapped him, knocking off
his hat and revealing his
long hair. By the time they

realized who they were
taunting, it was too late.
Hickok drew his ivory-
handled Colt revolvers and
shot the two skinners dead.
He was found not guilty
by reason of self-defense.
Recognizing his skills and
bravery, the citizens of
Sidney asked him to run
for town marshal to re-
place the corrupt lawman
"Con" McCarty. Hickok
declined and headed north
to Deadwood. Though his-
torians debate whether
Buffalo Curley and Jack
McCall were truly one and
the same, local legend ties
the two together. Some
believe McCall not only
blamed Wild Bill for kill-
ing his brother but also
held a grudge over the loss
of his skilled skinners—
good hide hunters being
hard to come by—which
placed financial strain on
him and may have led to
Hickok’s assassination lat-
er that year.

Calamity Jane, one of
the most infamous wom-
en of the frontier, also
had strong ties to Sidney.
Known as a scout, per-
former, and storyteller,
she was said to have spent
time living in the town,
with the Sidney Telegraph
reporting her arrival on
August 4, 1877. Her con-
nection to Sidney deep-
ened when she recruited
ten dance-hall girls for
a saloon in Deadwood,
spinning tales of wealth
and opportunity. Some
rumors suggest she had a

child in Sidney, fathered
by a soldier from Fort Sid-
ney, though historians de-
bate the truth of this claim.
Later in life, she was laid
to rest beside Wild Bill in
Deadwood, forever link-
ing their legends.

Buffalo Bill Cody, one of
the most famous showmen
of the Old West, was a fre-
quent visitor to Sidney. In
1877, he met in town with
Pawnee scout leader Frank
North, whose Pawnee Bat-
talion of scouts was fa-
mous on the frontier. The
two men may have first
crossed paths five years
earlier in 1872 during the
infamous Canadian Nia-
gara Falls Buffalo Hunt,
where they helped gather
buffalo for a dramatic pub-
lic spectacle. In May 1883,
Cody visited his ranch
near Sidney, where he pre-
viewed his now-legendary
Wild West show. The Sid-
ney Plaindealer-Telegraph
described the ranch... "as
having tents pitched for
the men, buffalo grazing in
a pasture, and elk expected
to arrive." Buffalo Bill was
also said to have attended
church at Christ Episco-
pal Church in downtown
Sidney, where he report-
edly carved his name into
a pew—though years lat-
er, a parishioner sanded
it down. Both Wild Bill
Hickok and Calamity Jane
performed in Buffalo Bill’s
world-famous Wild West
show, further cementing
Sidney’s role in frontier
history.

Outlaw "Doc" Middleton
also left his mark on Sid-
ney, spending a significant
amount of time behind
bars there. A notorious
horse thief and gunslinger,
he reportedly killed a sol-
dier in a saloon fight af-
ter being punched to the
ground twice. In an act of
cold precision, Middleton
calmly reached for his re-
volver and shot the soldier
dead. Arrested and locked
in Sidney’s small log jail
in 1877, he was nearly
lynched by an angry mob,
but the sheriff allowed
him to escape rather than
see him hanged. Middle-
ton resumed his criminal
ways, organizing a gang
and stealing dozens of
horses before authorities
finally caught up with him.
Eventually, he served time
in prison and later oper-
ated saloons in Nebraska
and South Dakota before
fading into obscurity.

Sidney was a true cross-
roads of the Wild West,
where infamous figures
clashed, fortunes were
won and lost, and history
was written in gunpowder
and grit. Today, the ech-
oes of that lawless era still
linger in Sidney’s historic
buildings, Boot Hill Cem-
etery, and the whispered
tales passed from gen-
eration to generation. Its
saloons, dance halls, and
rough frontier spirit made
it a place where legends
roamed—and their stories
continue to echo through
time.

Triple

HARDWARE
NAILE, TN,
IRY LUMBER.
QUICHBILVER,
MINERS TOOLS

BUILDINGSUPPLY' e

2467 Tort Sidney Rd
Sidney, NE 69162

nKESHELﬂa

FROOMATOR FLOTOIER PRIMM
Books, Bar, Lounge.
920 10TH AVE, SIDNEY
Prowviding an eclectic home for creafivity

e [ighting allpeed
M bzndits allpwad
Finest Spirits

3048 250 0282
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AN
TR

GIBBS

Peter and Kathy Gibbs
have become regulars
at Sidney Gold Rush
Days. They come to
us from their home in
the Grass Mountain
Community of the
Rosebud Reservation
in South  Dakota.
Kathy is a fully
registered member of
the Sicangu (Rosebud)

Lakota and has taught
and is very much
active in all aspects of
her traditional culture,

840 9tk ove 306-203-19%
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SIDNEY FEDERAL
SAVINGS & LOAN

1045 10th Avenue
Sidney, NIT 69162
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hlstory, language, and
spirituality. Peter was
born in England where
he studied Native
American culture, art,
history, and lifeways
and was the head of
the Native American
Art Department of
the British Museum.
After coming to the
United States, he was
an instructor at the
Sinte Gleska University
and  developed a
university course for
the study of the Lakota
Tipi (Tipestola). He is
now an independent
consultant on topics of
Lakota history, culture,
and Indigenous
issues. With the vast
combined knowledge
and experiences of
this couple, anyone

RN

who speaks with them
can come away with
a greatly expanded
view of our world.
Peter and bring with
them their completely
furnished 18 Lakota

Tipestola  containing
buftalo robes, parfleche
containers,  clothing,
weapons, cooking
utensils, riding
equipment, games,

and other items used
by the Lakota people
I the course of their
lives in the late 1800’s.
Most all of these items

can be handled and
experienced while
learning  how  the

items were used along
with proper etiquette
within and around the
Tipestola.  Although
Sidney Gold Rush Days
concentrates on the late
1870’s, Peter and Kathy
also welcome modern-
day topics affecting
Native Americans in
the current century.

HUMANITIES
MERRAS KA
FUNDING WAS PROVIDED
BY HUMANITIES
NEBRASKA AND THE

NEBRASKA CULTURAL
ENDOWMENT.
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FGG TOSS
TOURNAMENT

2:00 PM SATURDAY, JUNE 14TH.

« Two person teams.

o $10 per team entry fee

o Entry fees will help cover the cost of the
eggs, prizes, and a little extra for Sidney
Gold Rush Days.

«No pre-registration required, just show up
and be ready for some fun.

THREE DIVISIONS:

1) Age 10 and under
2) Father’s Day Special (Dad and a child).
3) Everyone else.

HOW DOES AN EGG TOSS TOURNAMENT
WORK?

1. Two starting spots are marked for each
team member, about one yard apart

2. Each division lines up and across from
their partner and throws the egg back and
forth.

3. Each time the Egg is caught, each team
member takes a step back.

4. If you drop the Egg, you are Out!

5. The farthest remaining team is the

Winner!

SHARERIOURROIANIUNS:
WAITH U3

Please take the time to fill out our

on-line survey at
www.sidneygoldrushdays.org

NE)GEN

v
' OUTFITTERS
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COME
PLAY
CRICKET

About

Tom Melville:

Tom is an historic cricket
interpreter who has spent
many vyears introducing
hundreds of Americans
to cricket at festivals,
fairs, and reenactments
in over a dozen states
and Canada. He’s also
the author of “Cricket
For Americans” and “The

of growth in the 1840s
and its periodic revivals.
Cricket had considerable
appeal both as a sport and
as an activity that fostered
sportsmanship, control,
public manners, and
decorum. Cricket mainly
found acceptance with the
upper classes but was also
popular with working-
class people. With the rise
of baseball, and cricket's
inability to establish an
American identity, the
game went into decline a
er the Civil War.

VERY BASIC SUMMARY
OF CRICKET:

In a nutshell, cricket’s a
bat and ball game that has
no foul territory, no balls
or strikes, and where the
batter can get as many
as six runs with a single
swing of the bat. Cricket’s
the supreme batting game,
where team scores can
easily reach triple gures.
As a 100% non-contact
sport, it can be enjoyed
by participants of all ages
and athletic abilities.

Tented Field: A History

FROM THE TELEGRAPH -

of Cricket in America”

JANUARY 1, 1876

A native of Wisconsin,
he learned cricket while
studying at the University
of Wales. In his books,
Tom presents a well-
documented history of
cricketplayingin America,
focusing on its period

THE PARTIES THAT
BORROW COAL FROM
US AFTER DARK, ARE

REQUESTED TO RETURN
THE SAME AND THEREBY
SAVE THEMSELVES FROM
BEING SHOWN UP TO THE
COMMUNITY AS “COAL
THIEVES.” WE KNOW
WHO YOU ARE.

BLACKSMITHING

-SHANE
JONES

When I
blacksmithing, I was

15 or so. I became
with
and

enamored
Robin Hood
all things medieval/
fantasy.
my

forge,

grandfather's
blower

then to learn all I

could about smithing
in order to keep part

of my heritage alive.

Not sure what part

I enjoy the most.
The  "magic"
convincing iron to
conform to what I

want is definitely one

of the best things.

started

I inherited

and
anvil and I decided

of

SUSAN B.
ANTHONY
VIsITS
SIDNEY

by Dawn Graves
sidneystagecoach.com

SUSAN B. AN-
THONY, FAMED
SOCIAL REFORM-~-

ER AND WOMEN'S
RIGHTS ACTIVIST,
MADE TWO VIS~
ITS TO SIDNEY IN
THE 1870s, WHEN
IT WAS KNOWN
AS A ONE OF THE
TOUGHEST TOWNS
OF VICE AND
WICKEDNESS ON
THE FRONTIER.
SIDNEY'S NEWS-
PAPER ACCOUNTS
OF HER PRES-
ENCE DESCRIBED
HER WITH GREAT
RESPECT. IN AN-
TICIPATION OF
HER ARRIVAL,
ONE ARTICLE IN
THE SIDNEY TEL-
EGRAPH STATED
THAT

“... THERE ARE
NO ABLER LEC-
TURERS ON THE
AMERICAN PLAT-
FORM THAN [SU-

SAN B. ANTHONY
AND ELIZABETH
CADY STANTON].
THEY ARE GRAND

IN THAT THEY
ARE BEYOND RE-
PROACH, ARE

CONSISTENT AND
TRUE AND EITHER
OF THEM  WILL
RECEIVE A WARM
WELCOME IN SID-
NEY.”

THOSE ARE GLOW~-
ING REMARKS,
GIVEN THAT WOM-
EN WERE NOT YET
EVEN ALLOWED TO
VOTE AND WERE
STILL VIEWED AS
SECOND-CLASS

CITIZENS.

AFTER HER VIS-
IT IN OCTOBER
OF 1877, AN-
THONY'S SPEECH
WAS PRINTED IN
ITS ENTIRETY IN

THE PAPER AND
TOUCHED UPON
MANY OF THE SUB-
JECTS THAT WERE
PART OF SIDNEY'S
DAY-TO-DAY LIFE,
INCLUDING THE
RIGHTS OF WOM-
EN, BLACKS, THE
DEHUMANIZATION
OF PROSTITUTION
AND THE AFFLIC-
TIONS OF WHIS-
KEY.

IN HER SIDNEY
SPEECH, SHE
SAID, “BECAUSE
A WOMAN CANNOT
VOTE SHE HAS TO
TAKE LOWER WAG-
ES THAN A MAN,
AND BY EVERY
RIGHT, IF SHE CAN
DO THE WORK AS
WELL AS A MAN,
SHE OUGHT TO
RECEIVE A MAN'S
FULL PAY.”
AFTERWARD,
THE SIDNEY TEL-
EGRAPH STAT-
ED THAT, WHILE
THEY QUESTIONED
SOME OF HER
STATEMENTS AND
DIDN'T AGREE
WITH ALL OF HER
CONCLUSIONS,
THEY COULDN'T
HELP BUT AC-
KNOWLEDGE THAT
SHE MADE A WIT-
TY, ELOQUENT
AND LOGICAL AP-
PEAL IN BEHALF
OF WOMEN'S SUF-
FRAGE, THAT SHE
HAD DONE ¢‘“NO-
BLE, UNSELFISH
WORK,” AND THAT
HER CONSCIEN-~
TIOUSNESS AND
HONESTY WERE
UNDOUBTED AND
“DESERVING OF
ALL PRAISE.”
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GUNSLINGERS. GOLD. AND GLORY: SIDNEY S WILD

Sidney, Nebras-
ka, was a hotspot
for famous figures
of the Old West
during the height
of the Gold Rush,
attracting gun-
slingers, outlaws,
and performers
alike. The town'’s
rough-and-tum-
ble reputation

earned it the nick-
name "Sinful Sid-
ney" and made it
a magnet for both

Lo

fortune seekers
and those looking
to make a name
for themselves.
Before gold was
discovered in
the Black Hills in
1875, Sidney had
a modest popu-
lation of 500. By
the following year,
that number had
doubled, and dur-
ing the peak of
the rush, as many
as 1,500 travelers

S N ¥
-0311_ to book tuday (308)254 gs 8

PAST COMES ALIVE

passed through | was playing cards
daily. in a Sidney saloon
"Wild Bill" Hickok, | when three men
the legendary | began taunting
gunslinger and | him. One of them,
gambler, passed | known as "Big
through Sidney | Jack," along with

two buffalo skin-
ners employed by

just months be-
fore his infamous

death in Dead- | a man called “"Buf-
wood, but not | falo Curley” (a
before a deadly | nickname for Jack
saloon encounter | McCall), accused

Hickok of cheat-
ing and mocked
him by calling him
“Duck Bill.” When
Hickok refused to
drink with them,
Big Jack slapped
him, knocking off
his hat and re-
vealing his long
hair. By the time
they realized who
they were taunt-
ing, it was too
late. Hickok drew
his ivory-handled
Colt revolvers and
shot the two skin-

involving two men
from Sidney. In
April 1876, Hickok

ners dead. He was
found not guilty
by reason of self-
defense. Recog-
nizing his skills
and bravery, the
citizens of Sidney
asked him to run
for town marshal
to replace the
corrupt lawman
"Con" McCarty.
Hickok  declined
and headed north
to Deadwood.
Though historians
debate whether
Buffalo Curley and
Jack McCall were
truly one and the
same, local leg-
end ties the two
together. Some
believe McCall
not only blamed
Wwild Bill for Kkill-
ing his brother
but also held a
grudge over the
loss of his skilled
skinners—good

hide hunters be-
ing hard to come
by—which placed
financial strain on
him and may have
led to Hickok'’s as-

sassination later
that year.
Calamity  Jane,

one of the most in-
famous women of
the frontier, also
had strong ties to
Sidney. Known as
a scout, perform-
er, and storyteller,
she was said to
have spent time
living in the town,
with the Sidney
Telegraph report-
ing her arrival on
August 4, 1877.
Her connection to
Sidney deepened
when she recruit-
ed ten dance-hall
girls for a saloon

in Deadwood,
spinning tales of
SEE PAGE 13
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CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 12

wealth and op-
portunity. Some
rumors suggest
she had a child in
Sidney, fathered
by a soldier from
Fort Sidney,
though historians
debate the truth
of this claim. Lat-
er in life, she was
laid to rest beside
Wild Bill in Dead-
wood, forever
linking their leg-
ends.

Buffalo Bill Cody,
one of the most
famous showmen
of the Old West,
was a frequent
visitor to Sid-
ney. In 1877, he
met in town with

Pawnee scout
leader Frank
North, whose
Pawnee Bat-

talion of scouts
was famous on
the frontier. The
two men may
have first crossed
paths five years
earlier in 1872
during the infa-
mous Canadian
Niagara Falls Buf-
falo Hunt, where
they helped

gather buffalo for
a dramatic public
spectacle. In May
1883, Cody visit-
ed his ranch near
Sidney, where
he previewed his
now-legendary
Wild West show.
The Sidney Plain-
dealer-Telegraph
described the
ranch... "as hav-
ing tents pitched
for the men, buf-
falo grazing in a
pasture, and elk
expected to ar-
rive." Buffalo Bill
was also said to
have attended
church at Christ
Episcopal Church
in downtown Sid-
ney, where he re-
portedly carved
his name into
a pew—though
years later, a pa-
rishioner sanded
it down. Both
Wild Bill Hickok
and Calamity
Jane performed
in Buffalo Bill’s
world-famous
Wild West show,
further cement-
ing Sidney’s role
in frontier his-
tory.

Outlaw "Doc"

Mieumen: & Funerad Plarning, LLC

SIDNEY SUN-TELEGRAPH - JUNE I3TH. 14TH. I5TH, 2025

Middleton also
left his mark on
Sidney, spend-
ing a signifi-
cant amount of
time behind bars
there. A notorious
horse thief and
gunslinger, he
reportedly killed
a soldier in a sa-
loon fight after
being punched to
the ground twice.
In an act of cold
precision, Mid-
dleton calmly
reached for his
revolver and shot
the soldier dead.
Arrested and
locked in Sidney'’s
small log jail in
1877, he was
nearly lynched
by an angry mob,
but the sheriff al-
lowed him to es-
cape rather than
see him hanged.
Middleton re-
sumed his crimi-
nal ways, organ-
izing a gang and
stealing dozens
of horses before
authorities finally
caught up with
him. Eventually,
he served time in
prison and later
operated saloons

e

L e TR =

e

in Nebraska and
South Dakota be-
fore fading into
obscurity.

Sidney was a true
crossroads of the
Wild West, where
infamous figures
clashed, fortunes
were won and
lost, and history

was written in
gunpowder and
grit. Today, the

echoes of that
lawless era still
linger in Sidney’s
historic buildings,

Boot Hill Cem-
etery, and the
whispered tales

passed from gen-
eration to gener-
ation. Its saloons,
dance halls, and
rough frontier
spirit made it a
place where leg-
ends roamed—
and their stories
continue to echo
through time.
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der Graham Bell in
1876.

¢ Thomas Edison

invented the first
commercially  vi-
able incandescent
light bulb in 1879.

e The first practical
four-stroke  inter-
nal combustion en-
gine was invented
by Nicolaus August
Otto in 1876.

* Joseph Glidden
patented barbed
wire in 1873, which
was crucial for fenc-
ing the American
West.

e The first mail-or-

der catalog was cre-
ated by A.M. Ward
in 1872.

* Eadweard Muy-
bridge invented
moving pictures in
1878 through his
experiments with a
series of cameras.

¢ The National

Rifle Association
was granted a charter
in New York in 1871.

* Yellowstone Na-
tional Park was es-
tablished in 1872,
the world’s first na-
tional park.

* Swiss chocolatier
Daniel Peter work-
ing with Henri
Nestlé’s company
perfects a method
of  manufacturing
milk chocolate us-
ing condensed milk
in 1875.

e [evi Strauss nd

Jacob Davis receive
a United States pat-
ent for blue denim
jeans with copper
rivets in 1873.

* Popular Science
magazine was first
published in 1872.

e Adolph Kuss-
maul first describes

dyslexia as “word-
blindness” in 1877.
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Visit Our New,
Modernized Website!

www.sidneygoldrushdays.org

Over the past year we have worked hard
to expand, update, and modernize our
website. Some of the things you can do on
our website:

o Register for the Poker Tournament
o View many years of festival photos e
Follow links to many topics of historical
significance
o View list of festival vendors « See over
20 years’ worth of news content about
Sidney Gold Rush Days  View a list of
raffle prizes « Register to be a vendor at
our festival.
« See the list of activities « See our most
current schedule.
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NIGHT OF
FRIGHT.
FIGHT
AND
FLIGHT

BY DAWN GRAVES
sidneystagecoach.com

Back when Sidney
was known as a wicked
town, it was generally
run by the criminal
element - gamblers,
outlaws, and those
modeling themselves
after the Molly MaGu-
ires, or the Irish mafia.

Things became so bad
that the Union Pacific
railroad, the lifeblood
of Sidney, threatened
to pull out of the town
and leave it high and
dry if things didn't
improve.

This announcement,
coupled with recent
shootings by Jack
“Red” McDonald and
Tom Ryan, brought
the citizens' anger to a
head.

The law-abiding
people of the town
formed an armed vigi-
lante group, overcom-
ing and arresting 15 of
the baddest figures in
Sidney ... with the in-
tent to hang them all.

The event, which
came to be known as
the Night of Fright,
Fight and Flight, was
reported in newspa-
pers all around the re-
gion, with such head-
lines as

“CITIZENS OF SID-
NEY DETERMINED
TO CLEAN OUT
THE CUT-THROATS
AND DESPERA-
DOES IF IT TAKES
ALL THE ROPE IN
THE STATE!”

And, “SIDNEY'S
SINFULNESS,
THE RIGHTEOUS
RISE UP IN THEIR
WRATH AND DEAL
OUT JUSTICE”

A notice was crafted
and signed by 64 of
Sidney's leading busi-
nessmen which made
clear that any and
all other individuals

who chose not to fol-
low the law would be
dealt swift punish-
ment, as demonstrat-
ed by their lynching
of “Red” McDonald
the night prior.

“Thus the peaceable
and law abiding peo-
ple have been driven
to the necessity of or-
ganizing for self-pro-
tection and are united
and determined,” the
document stated. “All
murderers, thieves,
pimps and slick-fin-
gered gentlemen ...

Jupa 12, 1897
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WE ASKED CHAT GPT SEVERAL TIMES TO WRITE A POEM ABOUT SIDNEY,NE IN THE 1870°S AND BELOW
ARE 3 OF THE VERSIONS IT CAME UP WITH. COME TO THE INFORMATION BOOTH AT THE FESTIVAL TO
VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE ONE OR GO TO: WWW.SIDNEYGOLDRUSHDAYS.ORG TO VOTE ON-LINE.

#1: SIDNEY’S GATEWAY TO
GOLD

The Union Pacific came roaring in,
Bringing fortune seekers and next of kin.

A cloud of dust, a whistle’s wail,

Marked the start of the Deadwood Trail.
Sidney bustled, loud and bold,

A town built fast on dreams of gold.

From dawn to dusk, the streets ran thick
With miners rushing, eager, quick.

At Capital Saloon, they spent their pay,

On whiskey shots and cards to play.

Some won big, but most lost fast,

And drank away their fortunes past.

At Joe Lane’s Centennial, lights burned bright,
With music spilling into the night.

Dancers swayed in dresses fine,

While hopeful men bought rounds of wine.
Yet danger lurked in alley’s shade,

Where outlaws watched the plans men made.
Stagecoach robbers, gunmen cruel,

Stalked the trail like wolves that rule.

Still, west they rode through dust and stone,
Through prairie lands so wild, unknown.
To Deadwood’s gulch where gold lay deep,
And some found riches they could keep.
Sidney stood as a frontier gate,

A town of luck, of chance, of fate.

Some struck it rich, some lost it all,

But every man had heard the call.

So tip your hat and raise a glass,

To Sidney’s past of grit and brass.

For those who sought the Black Hills’ prize,
And vanished ‘neath Dakota skies.

#2: SIDNEY IN THE SAVAGE

WEST
Through dust and sage on the Platte so wide,
Lay Sidney town with a lawless pride.
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A railhead stop, a gambler’s dream,

Where gold-lust flowed like a whiskey stream.
The Capital Saloon stood bright and bold,

A haven for drifters with pockets of gold.
Cards hit the tables, the whiskey poured,
While pistols whispered of debts ignored.
Just up the street in a red-lit glow,

Stood Joe Lane’s Centennial, stealing the show.
The dance girls twirled, the fiddles cried,

As cowboys cheered and outlaws lied.

The miners passed with dreams so grand,
Bound for the Black Hills’ golden land.

But many found, by fate’s cruel hand,

A shallow grave in this lawless sand.

For gunmen stalked with eyes so keen,
Quick to shoot and leave unseen.

A card gone wrong, a word too loud,

And Boot Hill claimed another shroud.

The Sidney Barracks, standing near,

Held blue-clad men with watchful leer.

Yet law and order, weak and thin,

Could barely hold the chaos in.

The brothels thrived, the rustlers ran,

And bounty hunters hatched their plan.
Some found fortune, some found lead,

And some rode out, while some lay dead.

So raise a glass, if you dare,

To Sidney town and those who stare

From Boot Hill’s ridge, where silence stays—
Ghosts of the West in endless haze.

#3: SIDNEY’S GOLD RUSH DAYS

And Sidney served their needs quite well.
The stores sold picks, the stables steeds,
The town supplied their hopeful needs.
The Capital Saloon poured the rye,

Where whiskey flowed and tales ran high.
Joe Lane’s Centennial had floors that swayed,
Where painted ladies danced and played.
Gun smoke curled where deals went south,
A careless word, a reckless mouth.

For outlaws lurked and law ran thin,

A gambler’s trick could do you in.

To Deadwood then, they rode away,
Through lonely hills where dangers lay.
Sioux and bandits lined the track,

Few who left would all come back.

Yet still they came, the brave, the bold,
Chasing whispers turned to gold.

And Sidney stood, both rough and grand,
A gateway to that fabled land.

0] o
FINAKHCIAL FPARTHERS, LLC

"\- Mason G. Huck

l LFL Imvertrment Advisor
Represoniathne

a4 Fl nancial Office. 308,256 0474

PARTHE ﬂ-i EH)L.G6B.09a

Helperg wow reliore omdy omee . Bl et

Van: JHY G QO

1026 Mincls Street, Sikdney NE G362

Sacuries snd sdWsory sarvices ofhared tarougk LEL FiIrarzal,
a regletzred veamert asvear. Wamber FINRASSIMC

.

In seventy-six, the trains rolled in,
Through dust and wind so fierce and thin.
The whistle screamed, the iron roared,
And Sidney’s streets with miners poured.
With pockets light but dreams held tight,
They came to chase the gold so bright.
The Black Hills called, a siren’s song,

A land where riches might belong.

Before the trail, theyd stop a spell,
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